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William Bollan Papers Mss 1074 

HISTORICAL NOTE 
 
William Bollan was born in England and studied law. He removed to Massachusetts about 1740 
and married on 8 September 1743 at Kings Chapel in Boston to Frances Shirley, daughter of 
Governor William Shirley. Bollan served as an agent in London for the Province of 
Massachusetts Bay from 1746 to 1762. He published numerous political pamphlets 
 
 
 

SCOPE AND CONTENT 
 
Collection consists of letters, petitions and memorials sent by Bollan, colonial agent for 
Massachusetts, to the British parliament, Lords Commissioners, and government officials. These 
papers concern the sugar trade, colonial boundaries, Louisburg Expedition, and British military 
forces in America.  
 
 

RELATED COLLECTION(S) 
 
Massachusetts Historical Society 

Jasper Mauduit Papers, 1760-1767 
Letters by Edmund Trowbridge to William Bollan, 1760-1778 

 
Houghton Library, Harvard University 

William Bollan letters to various recipients, ca 1749-1769 
 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 
 
Restrictions: Open access for NEHGS members 
 
Provenance: Originally classified as Mss A B62 
 
Processing Information: October 2010; NEHGS Volunteer Elizabeth Harmon 
 
Preferred Citation: William Bollan Papers (Mss 1074) R. Stanton Avery Special 

Collections, New England Historic Genealogical Society. 
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FOLDER LIST 
 
Note to Researchers: To request materials, please note the collection name and call number along with the box and 

folder numbers shown below on a manuscript request form. 
 

Folder Description Date(s) Physdesc Folder 
# 

Box 
# 

Letter by Thomas Hubbard, Boston, to Jonathan 
Gale at Jamaica  

1749 
December 13 

1 ALS, [3] 
p. 

1 1 

Copy of all the Proceedings had and the State of 
the Viva Voce Evidence taken before the 
Commissioners of Trade and Plantations relating 
to the Trade carried on by the British Northern 
Colonies with the foreign Sugar Colonies 

1750 [27] p. 1 1 

Petition to the Lords Commissioners for Trade 
and Plantation by the Sugar Planters and 
Merchants in his Majesty’s Sugar Colonies in 
America (copy) 

1750 October [6] p. 1 1 

Letter by [William Bollan], Charles Street 
[duplicate, fragment] 

1750 March 
7 

[2] p. 1 1 

Extract of a Letter by Benning Wentworth, 
Governor of New Hampshire, to the Board of 
Trade  

1750 March 
23 

[2] p. 2 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Charles Street  1751 April 
12 

1 p. 2 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Charles Street, St 
James’s Square 

1751 July 12 [8] p. 2 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Charles Street, St. 
James’s Square 

1751 July 12 [2] p. 2 1 

Letter written by William Bollan, Putney  1751 
November 13

[4] p. 2 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Charles Street 1752 March 
16 

1 p. 3 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Charles Street, St. 
James’s Square  

1752 April 
23 

[13] p. 3 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Charles Street, St. 
James’s Square  

1752 August 
20 

1 p. 3 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Pall-mall  1753 May 24 [16] p. 4 1 
An Account of Moneys Paid and Expended by 
William Bollan Esquire, Agent for the Province of 
the Massachusetts Bay, London 

1754 April 
19 

[2] p. 4 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Pall-mall 1754 April 
19 

[9] p. 4 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Pall-mall, to Thomas 
Hubbard 

1754 April 
25 

1 p. 4 1 
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Folder Description Date(s) Physdesc Folder 
# 

Box 
# 

Letter by William Bollan, Pall-mall 1754 August 
12 

[3] p. 4 1 

Copy of Petition of William Pitt, Pay Office, 
Horse Guards 

1754 June 25 [2] p. 4 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Pall-mall 1754 
September 5 

1 p. 4 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Pall-mall 1754 
September 20

[2] p. 4 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Henrietta Street, to 
Thomas Hubbard 

1754 October 
24 

1 p. 4 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Henrietta Street to 
Thomas Hubbard 

1754 
November 29

1 p. 4 1 

(II) Numb 3. The Humble Address of the House 
of Commons to the King [printed] 

1755 [2] p. 5 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Henrietta Street, to 
Henry Legg  

1755 January 
17 

1 p. 5 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Henrietta Street, to the 
Duke of Newcastle 

1755 January 
18 

[4] p. 5 1 

(207) Numb 47. Votes of the House of Commons 
[printed] 

1755 January 
29 

[4] p. 5 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Henrietta Street to 
Henry Legg 

1755 
February 25 

[4] p. 5 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Henrietta Street, to the 
Duke of Newcastle  

1755 March 
27 

[2] p. 5 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Henrietta Street, to 
Henry Legg  

1755 March 
27 

[2] p. 5 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Henrietta Street, to the 
Honorable the Speaker  

1755 April 
12 

[2] p. 5 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Henrietta Street, to the 
Honorable the Speaker  

1755 May 24 [14] p. 5 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Henrietta Street, to the 
Honorable the Speaker 

1755 May 30 [5] p. 5 1 

Letter by Jonathan Sharp to William Bollan  1755 August 
1 

[2] p. 6 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Henrietta Street, to the 
Honorable the Speaker  

1755 August 
18 

[20] p. 6 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Henrietta Street, to the 
Duke of Newcastle  

1755 
September 2 

[2] p. 6 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Henrietta Street, to the 
Honorable the Speaker  

1755 
September 4 

[3] p. 6 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Lisle Street, Leicester 
Square, to the Honorable the Speaker  

1755 October 
30 

[3] p. 6 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Lisle Street, Leicester 
Square, to the Honorable the Speaker  

1755 October 
30 

[3] p. 6 1 
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Folder Description Date(s) Physdesc Folder 
# 

Box 
# 

Letter by William Bollan, Lisle Street, to the 
Honorable the Speaker  

1755 
November 7 

[6] p. 6 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Lisle Street, to the 
Honorable the Speaker  

1755 
November 7 

[6] p. 6 1 

Letter by John Pownall, Whitehall, to William 
Bollan  

1755 
December 2 

1 p. 6 1 

Letter by John Pownall, Whitehall, to William 
Bollan, 1755 December 2; response by William 
Bollan, Lisle Street, 1755 December 3 

1755 [4] p. 6 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Lisle Street, to John 
Pownall  

1755 
December 3 

[2] p. 6 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Lisle Street, to the 
Honorable the Speaker  

1755 
December 6 

[4] p. 6 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Lisle Street, to the 
Honorable the Speaker  

1755 
December 6 

[4] p. 6 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Lisle Street, to Lord 
Viscount Barrington  

1756 January 
6 

[2] p. 7 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Lisle Street, to Lord 
Viscount Barrington  

1756 January 
6 

[2] p. 7 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Lisle Street, to the 
Honorable the Speaker  

1756 January 
8 

[4] p. 7 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Lisle Street  1756 January 
8 

[4] p. 7 1 

Letter by John Pownall, Whitehall, Plantation 
Office, to William Bollan  

1756 January 
9 

[2] p. 7 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Lisle Street, to the 
Honorable the Speaker  

1756 January 
12 

[2] p. 7 1 

Letter by Barrington, War Office  1756 January 
14 

1 p. 7 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Lisle Street, to Lord 
Viscount Barrington  

1756 January 
21 

1 p. 7 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Lisle Street, to the 
Honorable the Speaker  

1756 
February 11 

[4] p. 7 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Lisle Street, to the 
Honorable the Speaker  

1756 
February 11 

[4] p. 7 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Lisle Street, to the 
Honorable the Speaker  

1756 March 
3 

[2] p. 7 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Lisle Street, to the 
Honorable the Speaker  

1756 March 
3 

[2] p. 7 1 

Protest against the Bill for Foreign Protestants to 
rank as Officers in America 

1756 March 
5 

[4] p. 7 1 

Protest against the Bill Foreign Protestants to rank 
as Officers in America 

1756 [4] p. 7 1 
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Folder Description Date(s) Physdesc Folder 
# 

Box 
# 

Letter by William Bollan, Lisle Street to Lord 
Viscount Barrington  

1756 March 
29 

[4] p. 7 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Lisle Street, to the 
Honorable the Speaker  

1756 May 29 [5] p. 8 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Lisle Street, Leicester 
Square  

1756 June 26 1 p. 8 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Lisle Street, to the 
Honorable the Speaker  

1756 August 
25 

[6] p. 8 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Lisle Street, to the 
Honorable the Speaker  

1756 August 
25 

[6] p. 8 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Lisle Street, to the 
Honorable the Speaker  

1756 
September 24

[2] p. 8 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Lisle Street, to the 
Honorable the Speaker 

1756 October 
15 

[3] p. 8 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Lisle Street, to the 
Honorable the Speaker  

1756 October 
29 

[3] p. 8 1 

Letter by John Pownall, Whitehall, to Nicholas 
Harding, Secretary to the Lord’s Commissioners 
of the Treasury  

1756 
November 3 

[2] p. 8 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Lisle Street, to the 
Honorable the Speaker  

1756 
November 13

[3] p. 8 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Lisle Street, to the Earl 
of Halifax  

1757 
February 22 

[2] p. 9 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Lisle Street, to the Earl 
of Halifax 

1757 
February 22 

[2] p. 9 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Lisle Street, to the 
Honorable the Speaker 

1757 March 
12 

[2] p. 9 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Lisle Street, to the 
Honorable the Speaker 

1757 March 
18 

[3] p. 9 1 

Extract of the Journal of the Proceedings of the 
Lords Commissioners for Trade and Plantations 

1757 March 
29 

[4] p. 9 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Lisle Street, to the 
Honorable the Speaker 

1757 June 11 [2] p. 9 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Lisle Street, to the 
Honorable the Speaker 

1757 July 20 [26] p. 10 1 

Support for William Bollan’s petition by W. 
Sharpe, Council Camber, Whitehall  

1757 August 
4 

[4] p. 10 1 

Letter by William Bollan, Lisle Street, to the 
Honorable the Speaker  

1757 October 
1 

[9] p. 10 1 

Memorial of William Bollan, Agent for his 
Majesty’s Province of Massachusetts Bay to the 
Lords Commissioners of his Majesty’s Treasury 

Undated [2] p. 11 1 
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Folder Description Date(s) Physdesc Folder 
# 

Box 
# 

The Petition of William Bollan, Agent for his 
Majesty’s Province of the Massachusetts Bay in 
New England to the Commons of Great Britain in 
Parliament assembled 

Undated 1 p. 11 1 

The British Sugar Planters and others, Petitioners 
against the British Northern Colonies 

Undated [11] p. 12 1 

Proposals humbly submitted to the Consideration 
of the Lords Commissioners for Trade and 
Plantations by the British Sugar Planters and 
Merchants for preventing the Destructive Trade 
carried on by British North America to the 
Foreign Sugar Colonies 

Undated [5] p. 12 1 

Proposal for raising troops in North America Undated 1 p. 13 1 
Duplicate copy of above Undated 1 p. 13 1 
The petition of William Bollan, Agent for his 
Majesty’s Province of the Massachusetts Bay in 
New England, to the Commons of Great Britain in 
Parliament assembled 

Undated [2] p. 13 1 

The petition of William Bollan, Agent for his 
Majesty’s Province of the Massachusetts Bay in 
New England, to the Commons of Great Britain in 
Parliament assembled 

Undated [2] p. 13 1 

Observations upon the Proposal for raising a 
Regiment out of the foreign Protestants in the 
British Colonies in America  

Undated [4] p. 13 1 

Observations upon the Proposal for raising a 
Regiment out of the foreign Protestants in the 
British Colonies in America 

Undated [4] p. 13 1 

Notes on raising a Regiment Undated 1 p. 13 1 
Order of the Day for receiving the Report of the 
Bill relating to foreign officers; amendments 
proposed to the Bill 

Undated [2] p. 13 1 

The petition of William Bollan, Agent for your 
Majesty’s Province of the Massachusetts Bay in 
New England, to the King’s most Excellent 
Majesty 

Undated [4] p. 14 1 

A Bill to regulate and restrain Paper Bills of 
Credit and for ascertaining the currency the rest in 
his Majesty’s Colonies or Plantations of Rhode 
Island and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, 
the Massachusetts Bay, and New Hampshire 

Undated [7] p. 15 1 
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Folder Description Date(s) Physdesc Folder 
# 

Box 
# 

A Bill to regulate and restrain Paper Bills of 
Credit in his Majesty’s Colonies or Plantations of 
Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, 
Connecticut, the Massachusetts Bay, and New 
Hampshire 

Undated [4] p. 15 1 

The Memorial of William Bollan, Agent for Your 
Majesty’s Province of Massachusetts Bay in New 
England to the King’s Most excellent Majesty in 
Council 

Undated [8] p. 16 1 

The Memorial of William Bollan, Agent for his 
Majesty’s Province of the Massachusetts Bay in 
New England, to the Lords Commissioners for 
executing the Office of Lord High Admiral in 
Great Britain 

Undated [8] p. 16 1 

The Petition of William Bollan, Agent for his 
Majesty’s Province of the Massachusetts Bay in 
America to the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in 
Parliament assembled 

Undated [4] p. 16 1 

The Petition f William Bollan, Agent for his 
Majesty’s Province of the Massachusetts Bay in 
America to the Commons of Great Britain in 
Parliament assembled 

Undated [4] p. 16 1 

The Memorial of William Bollan, Agent for his 
Majesty’s Province of Massachusetts Bay, in New 
England to the Lords Commissioners of his 
Majesty’s Treasury 

Undated [6] p. 16 1 

The Petition of William Bollan, Agent for Your 
Majesty’s Province of the Massachusetts Bay to 
his Most Excellent Majesty 

Undated [4] p. 17 1 

Petition of William Bollan, Agent for his 
Majesty’s Province of the Massachusetts Bay to 
their Excellencies the Lords Justices 

Undated [4] p. 17 1 

Petition of William Bollan, Agent for Your 
Majesty’s Province of the Massachusetts Bay to 
His Most Excellent Majesty 

Undated [4] p. 17 1 

The Memorial of William Bollan, Agent for his 
Majesty’s Province of the Massachusetts Bay in 
New England to the Lords Commissioners of his 
Majesty’s Treasury 

Undated 1 p. 17 1 

The Memorial of William Bollan, Agent for his 
Majesty’s Province of the Massachusetts Bay in 
New England to the Lords Commissioners of his 
Majesty’s Treasury 

Undated [2] p. 17 1 
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Folder Description Date(s) Physdesc Folder 
# 

Box 
# 

A State of the several Papers omitted to be sent in 
the Dispute between the Province of the 
Massachusetts Bay and Colony of Connecticut 

Undated [2] p. 18 1 

Land grant from Charles II to James, Duke of 
York. True copy of the original record remaining 
in the Chapel of the Rolls having been examined 
by Henry Rooke, Clerk of the Rolls 

 [5] p. 19 1 
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ACCESS POINTS 
 
This collection is indexed under the following headings in Millennium, the on-line public access catalog (OPAC) of 
the New England Historic Genealogical Society.  Researchers desiring materials about related topics, persons or 
places should search the catalog using these headings. 
 
 
Personal Name(s) [Tag 600] 
 
Gale, Jonathan -- Correspondence.  
Hubbard, Thomas, 1702-1773 -- Correspondence.  
Legg, Henry -- Correspondence.  
 
 
Corporate Name(s) [Tag 610] 
 
Great Britain. Stamp Act (1765) 
 
 
Subject Term(s) [Tag 650] 
 
Colonial agents -- Great Britain. 
Paper money -- New England. 
Petitions 
Sugar laws and legislation. 
 
 
Geographic Term(s) [Tag 651] 
 
Great Britain -- Foreign relations -- United States -- 1760-1789. 
Great Britain -- Colonies -- America. 
Massachusetts -- History -- Colonial period, ca. 1600-1775. 
Massachusetts -- Politics and government -- To 1775. 
United States -- Foreign relations -- Great Britain -- To 1775. 
 
 
Index Term(s) – Genre/Form [Tag 655] 
 
 
 
Additional Author(s) [Tag 700] 
 
Hubbard, Thomas, 1702-1773. 
Pownall, John, 1720-1795.  
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